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2011 COVTR OFFICERS 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

Articles for this newsletter are due to the Editor by the 15 th of each month.  We welcome all types of articles including technical, 
personal interest, and stories about your Triumph experience.  Opinions expressed are those of the Editor or Contributors.  C lassi-
fied ads from members are welcome. Business card ads are $10.00 for twelve issues, payable to the Treasurer in advance.    

COVTR, P.O. Box 12272, Oklahoma  City, Oklahoma 73157-2272 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Central Oklahoma Vintage Triumph Register (C.O.V.T.R.) was established in 1982 by Triumph owners and enthusiasts for the 
purpose of preserving the future of the Triumph Marque. Triumph ownership is encouraged but not a prerequisite for member-

ship.  The C.O.V.T.R. sponsors a monthly meeting, monthly SOBõs, car shows, road tours, technical inspections and lots of fun.  

PRESIDENT     SECRETARY 

Dave Hogan     Mary Jo Hogan 

(405) 321-1062    (405) 321-1062 

Dave.I.Hogan1@gmail.com   maryjhogan1@gmail.com 

TREASURER 

Jim Ware (405) 285-1195 

jware14@cox.net 

VICE PRESIDENT and NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Max Speegle (405) 348-0719 

mspeegle@sbcglobal.net 

 WEBMASTER     okctriumphs.org 

Kay Wall 

webmaster@okctriumphs.org 

COVTR HISTORIAN 

Mike Billotte  

(405) 789-1725 

piwac@swbell.net 
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The Prez Sez . . .Dave Hogan 
           

   The Holiday Season is upon us and we are enjoying the Holi-
days together with several end-of-year events.  The weather has cooperated this year 
except for some colder than normal temperatures. 

 

The first event was the annual Shawnee Christmas Parade on Thursday, December 1 
through downtown Shawnee.   Mike and Judy Piggott hosted COVTR members that 
participated in this event at their home again this year.  A nice hot bowl of chili greeted 
us as we arrived at the Piggott's home early to decorate our Triumphs by putting our 
tops down for the parade.  Parade participants included Drew Holiday in his TR4A,  
Mike & Judy Piggott in their Spitfire, Lonny & Kay Wall in their TR6, Mike & Bonnie Billotte in their TR6, and me in My 
TR6 (Mary Jo was vacationing in Tennessee).  All of us decorated our Triumphs with holiday lighting, but Drew went all 
the way with colorful streamers, a Rudolf red nose and antlers, holiday lights interwoven into his stock slotted wheels 
and a big red toy bag in the front seat.  The parade had over 100 entries and the crowds were five and six deep 
throughout downtown Shawnee.  We all had a great time and enjoyed Mike and Judy's hospitality with cookies and 
beer afterwards. 

 

Another holiday event was our annual COVTR Christmas Party which 
was well-attended and held this year at the beautiful Grace Point Club 
House in Moore.  Our thanks to Bonnie for arranging this exceptional 
venue to hold our party.  Bonnie Billotte and Sue Stewart hosted  this 
event on Sunday, December 4 and decorated the tables with lovely 
flowers.  The dining room area was already decorated with numerous 
holiday decorations.  The food from Swadleys BBQ, served buffet 
style, was absolutely fantastic. I don't believe that anyone left hungry 
and I took home a baggy of leftover barbecued brisket and chicken ï 
yum-yum.  Following dinner and a few short club announcements, 
Elaine Lains did an outstanding job with Tom and their son hosting the 
Dirty Santa gift exchange.  Poor Mike Piggott opened more gifts than 
anyone, as whatever he opened was taken away soon after.  Mike 
Billotte announced the winner of our 2012 ñ30

th
 Anniversary logo con-

testò  - Kay Wall.  The new logo will be incorporated into our new busi-
ness cards and our newsletter in the near future.  

 

Saturday evening, December 10 was the time to take in some beautiful Holiday Christmas Lights.  A new locale was 
selected this year as Jerry & Sue Stewart led our club on the Christmas Lights Tour of Yukon.  
The lights were very pretty, however, the second portion of the lights tour was slowed due to 
heavy traffic by many folks also interested in seeing the Yukon lights.  Dinner was planned 
and reserved at Bad Brad's BBQ in Yukon, but when Jerry called to verify their reservation 
and seating, the restaurant said they had no seating available.  Luckily, however, Mike Billotte 
had left the lights tour a bit early and he and Bonnie went to the restaurant early and had the 
seating arranged for the COVTR group when they arrived a bit later.  Participants in the lights 
tour  and dinner outing were the Stewart's, Wall's, Billotte's, Piggott's, Gilbert's, Wood's and 
Bonnie's mother and sister.    

 

As 2011 winds down, we can look back over the past year at the many driving and social events that COVTR staged 
and participated in during this time period.  The year kicked off with the annual Officer Installation Banquet which was 
held at Shorty Smalls Great American Restaurant where the gavel was passed from Mike Piggott to yours truly.  That 

was followed soon after by the club's annual Planning Meeting held at our home to plan and 
outline a schedule of events for the coming calendar year. Some of the highlights of this year 
included: Annual Get Your Hands Dirty gathering and a new Pallet & Vino events at Lonny & 
Kay Wall's, several delicious Breakfast Runs led by Mike & Bonnie Billotte throughout the year,  
South Central VTR Regionals in New Braunfels, TX; Car Shows in Edmond and Shawnee, Cro-



 п 

quet on the Green at the Holdsclaws, Pool Party at the Speegles, VTR Nationals in Breckenridge, CO; Kay Wall's High 
School Reunion/Cherokee Strip Parade in Perry, Red River Shootout in Wichita Falls, TX, winery drives/tours to Ana-
darko and Drumright, and the Tall Grass Prairie Tour led by Jerry and Jackie Wall.   I'm certain that I have overlooked 
some other activities.  

 

Now I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the officer team that worked so 
hard in 2011 to make COVTR a fun and healthy organization to belong to.  Thanks to Max 
Speegle for his willingness to serve both as club Vice President and to take on the responsi-
bilities of Triumph Trails newsletter editor.  He has done a fantastic job handling both activi-
ties throughout the year.  What can I say about our stalwart Treasurer Jim Ware ï what a 
trooper!  In addition to tracking our finances and paying our bills he embarked on another 
task.  Through his personal efforts and time consuming completion of the required paper-
work, our club is now a certified non-profit organization ï thanks again Jim!  A big thanks 
goes out to Kay Wall for her excellent work in producing and keeping the Club website up to 
date.  Now, for the most forgotten member of our officer team, Mary Jo, who reluctantly 
stepped up to the challenge of serving the club as Secretary at my request.  She attended 
our meetings, listened intently and took copious notes in order to provide the minutes for our 
monthly newsletter.  

 

Our 2012 Officer slate remains the same with Max Speegle, President; Kelly Gilbert, Vice President; Jim Ware, Treasur-
er; and Mike Billotte, Secretary.   Other members interested in running for any of the offices can nominate themselves 
prior to the election at the installation banquet.  The COVTR New Officer Installation Banquet will be held at 6:00 PM on 
Tuesday, January 10, 2012, at the Cochina de Mino restaurant. The restaurant is located at 6022 S. Western Avenue, 
Oklahoma City in a shopping center on the southeast corner of the intersection. The banquet room has been reserved 
for our event and should easily seat our club members.  Attendees will be able to order individually off the regular restau-
rant menu.  We have decided to restore an old club tradition and dress in "after 5 " attire for the evening.  I am told that 
this was the norm some years ago, long before I joined the club.   I hope to see you there.... 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say ñThank Youò to each of our club members for your interest and participa-
tion during this past year.  It's you, the members of our club, that make it fun and enjoyable.  I look forward to passing on 
the gavel to our new President. 

 

  I hope that each of you has a wonderful, blessed, happy and safe Christmas and New Year Holiday season. 

   

   
                   

Motor on! 

   

 Dave 
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hǳǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ !ǎ L 
ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ с ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŀǘ ŬǊǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ tŀǳƭƛƴŜΩǎ .ŀƛǘ {ƘƻǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ [ŀƪŜ hǾŜǊƘƻƭǎŜǊ ƻƴ aŀȅ ннΣ мфунΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
DƭŜƴƴ 5ŀƴŦƻǊŘΣ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōǊŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ Ŏƭǳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±¢wΦ !ƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ όL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻƴǘƘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǊπ
ǘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ƻƴΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ п ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мл ŎƘŀǊπ
ǘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ±¢w ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мрΣ мфунΣ /h±¢w ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ Ŏƭǳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
±¢wΦ 

²ƘŜƴ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ тл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ Řǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ōǳǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 
{ŀǾŀƴƴŀΣ DŀΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ōǳǘ мр ŎŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ /h±¢w όŀƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜƴύ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΦ Wŀƴ aŜƭǘƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Ŏƻǳπ
ǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ŧǳƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ L 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ-ƴƛƴŜǝŜǎΣ /ŀǘƘȅ 5ŀƴŦƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ hǳǝƴƎ .ǳƴŎƘ ό{ΦhΦ.ύ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ƛƴ 
ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  

L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘŀō ƻƴƭȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿ ƻǊ ƴƻ ǇƛŎπ
ǘǳǊŜǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ 5ŀƴŦƻǊŘΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ ǘŀǎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ DƭŜƴƴ ƻǊ /ŀǘƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ 
ƳƛƳŜƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǇƭƛƴƎΦ  

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊƛǾŜŘ όǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ту ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŦŜǿ ŀǎ пуΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ 
ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΦ 9ȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ у ƻƭŘŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ нлллΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ ƳŀǊǉǳŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻŘƛŬŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǘŀǎǘŜΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
Řŀȅǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ±¢w ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǩǘǳŘŜΦ ²Ŝ ǎǝƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ŬƴƎŜǊǎ 
ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ǊǳƴƴŜǊ-ǳǇ ǘǊƻǇƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǳƳǇƘ Ŝƴπ
ǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜǎΦ 
L ƘƻǇŜ ǎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǳǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /h±¢wΦ 
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¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ .ƻƴƴƛŜ .ƛƭπ

ƭƻǧŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ 

ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

/h±¢w /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tŀǊπ

ǘȅΦ  wƛƎƘǘ tƘƻǘƻτ

.ƻƴƴƛŜ ŀƴŘ WǳŘȅ tƛƎπ
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ŦƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǿŀŘƭŜȅΩǎ 
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